Get Involved!

City of Superior: A Water City

We always welcome new volunteers!
No prior experience or knowledge is necessary!

The City of Superior, WI has over 90 miles of
shoreline and is, essentially, surrounded by

Who should sign up?
 Individual citizens
 Families
 Students
 Community groups or businesses

and turn through the city limits before entering
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Why should you get involved?
 You want an activity for the whole family or
 You want to work independently
 You are interested in learning more about
Superior streams or aquatic ecology
 You need an excuse to get outside during the
summer

Volunteers will receive the equipment, expert
training, and oversight necessary to successfully
sample a Superior stream. We ask that
volunteers commit to sampling once a month for
a minimum of one season (approx. April-Oct.).

City of Superior

water. It is situated on the western-most point
of Lake Superior, the largest freshwater lake in
the world, and is bordered by the St. Louis
River, the largest US tributary to Lake Superior.
Seven streams and many smaller creeks twist
Lake Superior. By taking part in the Superior
Stream Monitoring Program, you will get to
know these areas in a whole new way!

Learn more about the Stream Monitoring
Program at : www.ci.superior.wi.us/SMP

CrowdHydrology
Go to Central Park to check out the
CrowdHydrology site on Faxon
Creek! No registration or
commitment required.
If you have a phone with a text plan
you can submit data on water depth.



Read the height of the water
from the staff gauge (looks like a
giant ruler in the water)
Text the station number and
water height to the phone
number listed on the gauge sign

Visit the CrowdHydrology website for more
information: www.crowdhydrology.com

City of Superior - Environmental
Services Division of Public Works
51 East 1st St
Superior WI 54880
Phone: 715-394-0392
Fax: 715-394-0406
E-mail: stormwater@ci.superior.wi.us
Website: www.ci.superior.wi.us/esd

Citizen Stream
Monitoring
Program

How Healthy is this Stream?
Stream monitoring volunteers have the chance
to learn about the health, or water quality, of
Superior streams. Much like doctors and nurses
at a medical check-up, stream monitors check
and record the vital signs of a stream.
Temperature: Just like us, fish and
aquatic organisms have preferred
temperature ranges. When
temperatures get too far outside that
range, the creatures become stressed
and may move to other areas.
Transparency: Water clarity
indicates how much clay, sand,
silt or suspended algae is in
the water. It affects everything
from plant growth rates,
temperature, and oxygen
levels, to what types of fish live in a stream.
Dissolved Oxygen: Fish and
aquatic organisms need oxygen
to live. As water moves past
their gills, microscopic bubbles
of oxygen in the water
(dissolved oxygen) are
transferred from the water to
their blood. This only works if
oxygen levels in the water are high enough.
Specific Conductivity:
Conductivity is a measure of
ions, or water's ability to
conduct an electric current. Fish
and aquatic bugs need the right
concentration of dissolved ions
in the water, like we need in our
blood, to function properly.

Where is water pollution coming from?
Each of the water quality parameters monitored by this program can be
linked to urban living and stormwater (rain or snowmelt) runoff.
Temperature: In urban areas stormwater may flow over hot asphalt and
concrete before entering a stream. This warmed runoff can cause
significant increases to the water temperature of the stream.
Transparency: Stormwater carries sediment and particles from roads,
parking lots, and construction sites to local streams, muddying the
water. Additionally, urban infrastructure, designed to get stormwater off Storm drains direct water to the nearest stream
streets quickly, can cause rapid increases in stream flow exacerbating in-stream erosion. Sediment also affects
water temperatures as suspended sediment absorbs heat, warming water more quickly.
Dissolved Oxygen: Grass clippings and leaves washed into streams will decompose, a process that uses
oxygen, which means less oxygen for fish and aquatic organisms. Additionally, warm water holds less oxygen
than cold water, so streams already impacted by warmed run-off are especially at risk of low oxygen levels.
Specific Conductivity: Increases in specific conductivity are typically related to the salt content of the water.
When stormwater washes road salt (Na+ Cl-) into streams and lakes it be comes a permanent pollutant.

Be the Solution to Stormwater Pollution
Slow the flow: One of the most effective things you can do to prevent many water pollution problems is to
encourage infiltration (soaking in) of stormwater on your property by slowing the flow. Installing rain
barrels, rain gardens, or replacing sod with native plants can help! Allowing stormwater to soak into the
ground means it will be naturally filtered by the soil and cooled before slowly seeping into the stream. This
slow input of water to streams through groundwater also improves low flow conditions during summer
months and droughts and minimizes in-stream erosion during rain events.

Keep it clean: Protect stormwater from pollution by keeping litter and debris like grass clippings and leaves
out of the gutter or ditch near your home. Mow your lawn so grass clippings land on the yard, not the street.
Wash vehicles in a carwash or divert wash-water onto your lawn instead of down the storm drain. Pick up
after pets and throw cigarette butts in the garbage. During the winter, only apply salt as needed and
directed. Sweep up excess salt for re-use. One coffee mug full of salt is enough to treat 70 feet of sidewalk or
2 parking spaces! Around here, if it’s on the ground it’s headed to Lake Superior.

Consider adopting a storm drain or ditch near your home! www.ci.superior.wi.us/adoptdrain

Your curb or ditch is Lake Superior shoreline

