PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
February 28, 2019
Room 204, Government Center
Members Present: Keith Kern, Tom Wondolkowski, Gene Rosburg, Brittany Berrens
Markgren
Members excused: Elizabeth Norén, Craig Sutherland
Also Present: Linda Cadotte, Angie Harker, Russ Behlings, Erick Flood, Dean Nelson, Tyler
Masseth
1. Approval of January 24, 2019 meeting minutes
MOTION by Rosburg, seconded by Wondolkowski, and carried to approve the Parks and
Recreation Commission minutes of January 24, 2019.
2. Skijoring Trails
Dean Nelson was present and spoke about skijoring, a sport which he has recently taken up. He
explained that the designated skijoring trail on Chase’s Point is difficult to skijor on as it is
groomed by the snowmobile clubs. He requested that the city open up some of the other ski
trails for skijoring on designated days, as there is a trail in Duluth that does this. Parks,
Recreation and Forestry Director Linda Cadotte and Superintendent Russ Behlings both spoke to
the issue. The blue and Millennium trails were designated as multi-use this season and Nelson
indicated he has skijored these. Also all motorized trails including Billings Drive can be used for
skijoring. It is not feasible to groom the trail at Chase’s Point due to the location and the fact
that the first snowmobile to use it would destroy the ski grooming. Also, the city is finally
making headway in keeping dogs and their owners from walking on the ski trails and it is felt
allowing skijoring on certain days would cause significant confusion especially given that the
dog park is right at the trail head. Cadotte highlighted the number of ski passes sold thus far:
683 daily passes and 630 annual. We have not been contacted by anyone else regarding
skijoring. The commission suggested to Nelson that if he finds additional persons that are
interested in skijoring in the future, that he could bring the issue back, but at this time no change
in trail designation was made.
3. Archery Range
The commission discussed the issue of how to proceed with the archery range on 42nd Street in
light of the fact that the Douglas County Fish and Game League has decided to place their own
targets at their Constance Range and their uncertainty about their level of commitment if a new
range were constructed at 42nd Street. The current range and targets are in very poor condition.
It was noted that only the first four targets are typically used and that the trend is away from long
and compound bows and now crossbows are very popular and cannot be used at our current
range with the current type of target. Many archers are shooting at indoor ranges as well. Since
the upgrade of the range was initially brought forth by the Fish and Game League and their plans
have now changed, there was a lengthy discussion about the need/demand for the range, who
would maintain it, etc. After the discussion the commission agreed that the city should
discontinue maintenance of the current range and remove the targets this spring. It was noted that
the issue could be revisited if a demand for the range to remain in existence is brought forth.
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MOTION by Kern, seconded by Rosburg, and carried to discontinue upkeep of the
current, 42nd Street archery range.
4. Disc golf
Tyler Masseth with the disc golf group was in attendance and gave an update on their group’s
ideas. They recommend a pay to play course, perhaps $5 for a day pass. They would be
interested in starting to help clear the area as early as this spring. The additional burden on city
staff for upkeep such as mowing and other maintenance tasks was discussed at length. Next
steps: it was suggested to consider holding a public meeting in the spring and schedule a walk
about to get a better sense of the course. It was agreed that a walking tour would be scheduled in
April/May (weather permitting) and pending the results of that, opening the course as early as
late summer could be considered. The commission felt that starting with the basics such as
installing the baskets without tee pads at first (which could be done with the maintenance and
construction crew supported by volunteer efforts) would be a good start, however it was felt that
no firm decisions could be made until city staff and commissioners walk through the proposed
course.
5. Parks, Recreation & Forestry Director’s Report
Cadotte indicated the Stride, Ride, Glide Triathlon is scheduled in the municipal forest this
Sunday. Tomorrow is the deadline for Recreational Grant applications. Staff has followed up
with groups that have not sent their applications in. The meeting to review the grants is March
21st and packets of the applications will be emailed to commissioners prior to the meeting. The
public comment period regarding the renaming of Webster Park is still open. Jason Laumann of
Northwest Regional Planning Commission has indicated that by the end of March, beginning of
April, a final meeting regarding the Comprehensive Outdoor Rec Plan will be held with the
advisory board members. Following that, the plan will be brought to the Parks and Rec
Commission.
Kern announced the meeting adjourned at 6:05 p.m.
The next Parks & Recreation Commission meeting will be held Thursday, March 28th at
5:00 p.m.
Minutes submitted to the Council Meeting of March 19, 2019.
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